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SUB J : JEANMAIRE TRIAL 

REF: BERN 1244 

1 . SUMMARY: SWISS BRIGADIER GENERAL JEANMAIRE HAS 
BEEN TRIED AND CONVICTED OF TREASON FOR PASSING 
MILITARY SECRETS TO SOVIETS. SENTENCE OF 18 YEARS 
WAS 6 YEARS MORE THAN PROSECUTION ASKED BUT TWO 
YEARS SHORT OF MAXIMUM POSSIBLE UNDER MILITARY 
PENAL CODE. JEANMAIRE REPORTEDLY ADMITTED HIS 
ILLEGAL ACTS. HE CLAIMED HE HAD NOT ACTED FROM 
IDEOLOGICAL OR PECUNIARY MOTIVES, BUT RATHER 
COMMITTED MISTAKE AS RESULT OF PRIDE AND FRUSTRATION. 

MRS JEANMAIRE WAS ACQUITTED OF COMPLICITY IN 
AFFAIR AND BOTH WERE ACQUITTED OF CHARGES OF 
ACCEPTING BRIBES. JEANMAIRE IS APPEALING THE 
DECISION WHICH IS EXPECTED TO BE REVIEWED IN FALL 1977. 

END SUMMARY. 
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2. MILITARY COURT JUN 17 FOUND GEN JEAN-LUIS JEANMAIRE 
GUILTY OF TREASON AND SENTENCED HIM TO 18 YEARS PRISON, 

6 YEARS MORE THAN PROSECUTION HAD ASKED. MRS JEANMAIRE, WHO 
WAS ALSO ON TRIAL, WAS ACQUITTED OF COMPLICITY IN THE 
AFFAIR. COURT SAID JEANMAIRE HAD COMMITTED SUCCESSIVE 
VILATIONS OF SECRETS AND MILITARY ORDERS CONCERNING NATIONAL 
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DEFENSE BY HAVING PASSED TO VARIOUS SOVIET MILITARY ATTACHES 
FROM 1962 TO 1975 NUMEROUS DOCUMENTS RANGING FROM UNCLAS 
TO CONFIDENTIAL AND SECRET. THESE DOCUMENTS RELATED TO 
JEANMAIRE'S OWN AIR DEFENSE GROUP AND ALSO PROFIDED INFO 
ON OVERALL NATIONAL DEFENSE ZONES AND GENERAL MOBILIZATION 
PLANS. TRIAL WAS HELD IN CLOSED SESSION AND FULL DETAILS 
ON CONTENTS OF DOCUMENTS ALLEGEDLY PASSED TO SOVIETS 
HAVE NOT BEEN PUBLISHED. 

3. ARTICLE 86 OF MILITARY PENAL CODE, CONCERNING 
VIOLATION OF NATIONAL DEFENSE SECRETS, CARRIES MAXIMUM 
PENALTY OF 20 YEARS PRISON. COURT REPORTEDLY DID NOT GIVE 
MAXIMUM PENALTY TO JEANMAIRE IN VIEW OF HIS PAST SERVICE, HIS 
POSITIVE FEELINGS TOWARD HIS COUNTRY, ABSENCE OF PECUNIARY 
MOTIVATION AND HIS AGE (67). HIS LAWYER FILED APPEAL JUN 20. 

MILITARY APPEALS COURT IS EXPECTED TO REVIEW DECISION IN FALL 
1977. UNDER MILITARY CODE, APPEAL COURT MAY RULE ONLY ON 
WHETHER LAW WAS CORRECTLY APPLIED BY LOWER COURT. FEDERAL 
COUNCIL HAS SOLE AUTHORITY TO PARDON OR REDUCE PENALTY. 

BRIEF MILITARY DEPT COMMUNIQUE REPORTED THAT FEDERAL COUNCILOR 
GNAEGI SAID MERELY THAT JUDGMENT WAS BASED ON ESTABLISHED 
PROOFS REVIEWED BY COMPETENT COURT. 

4. JEANMAIRE AND HIS WIFE WERE ACQUITTED OF CHARGES OF PASSIVE 
CORRUPTION (HAVING ACCEPTED BRIBES). JEANMAIRE SAID HE REFUSED 
MONEY FROM SOVIETS. DEFENSE COUNSEL HAD ARGUED THAT MILITARY 
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PENAL CODE STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS HAD RUN OUT ON ACTIVITIES 
BEFORE 1965. THIS WOULD HAVE PRECLUDED CONSIDERATION OF 
JEANMAIRE'S ACTIVITIES WITH SOVIET MILITARY ATTACHE VASSILI 
DENISSENKO, FROM WHOM HE AND HIS WIFE HAD RECEIVED NEARLY 
SF 2,300 IN JEWELRY, TELEVISION SET AND BOTTLES OF VODKA. 

HOWEVER, COURT HELD THAT HIS ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES CONSTITUTED 
UNBROKEN CHAIN AND THAT HE HAD SHOWN NO INTENT OF ENDING THIS 
ACTIVITY. 

5. COURT APPARENTLY ACCEPTED DEFENSE PLEA THAT JEANMAIRE HAD 
NOT ACTED OUT OF IDEOLOGICAL OR PECUNIARY MOTIVES BUT 

WAS VICTIM OF WEAK CHARACTER, VANITY, PRIDE AND LACKED COURAGE 

TO EXTRICATE HIMSELF FROM CRIMINAL ACTIVITY. JEANMAIRE 

REPORTEDLY ADMITTED TO THE COURT IN CLOSED SESSION THAT HE 

ORIGINALLY PASSED SECRETS TO SOVIETS TO PROVE 

AUTHENTICITY OF SWISS NEUTRALITY AND CREDIBILITY OF SWISS ARMY. 

JEANMAIRE FIRST PASSED DOCUMENTS TO SOVIET MILITARY ATTACHE 

VASSILI DENISSENKO WHOM HE MET IN 1959. JEANMAIRE 

MAINTAINED CONTACTS WITH SUBSEQUENT SOVIET ATTACHES VICTOR 

ISSAEV AND VLADIMIR STRELVITZKI. JEANMAIRE SAID HE 

WAS CAUGHT UP IN MESH OF EVENTS AND LIVED IN PERPETUAL 

FEAR OF SCANDAL BUT NOW FELT MORALLY RELIEVED. 
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6. JEANMAIRE REPORTEDLY DECLINED TO PLEAD INNOCENCE. SWISS 
NEWSPAPERS RECENTLY PUBLISHED REPORT FROM SOVIET PRESS THAT 
DENISSENKO SAID HE HAD NOT RECEIVED DOCUMENTS FROM JEANMAIRE. 
JEANMAIRE ALSO SAID THAT HE HAD ONCE REFUSED TO 

ACCEPT MONEY FROM DENISSENKO. 

7. SEVERAL PRESS REPORTS HAVE COMMENTED THAT JEANMAIRE 
CONVICTION ALSO CONDEMNS SWISS SYSTEM OF MILITARY PROMOTIONS. 
HOWEVER, JUN 20 JOURNAL DE GENEVE EDITORIAL STATED THAT 
JEANMAIRE AFFAIR SHOULD BE TAKEN IN BROAD PERSPECTIVE. 

JOURNAL NOTED THAT JEANMAIRE WAS NOT RAPIDLY PROMOTED BUT 
EVIDENTLY SPENT LONG YEARS OF FRUSTRATION AWAITING RECOGNITION 
HE FELT WAS HIS DUE. JOURNAL STRESSED THAT ALGHOUGH SURVEILLANCE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 04 BERN 02812 211442Z 

OF THOSE WHO CARRY STATE SECRETS IS SUPERFICIAL, SWISS 
DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM PREFERS TO RELY ON SENSE OF DUTY BY THOSE 
ENTRUSTED WITH RESPONSIBILITY RATHER THAN CREATE OVERBURDENING 
SYSTEM OF POLICE SURVEILLANCE. JOURNAL BELIEVES JEANMAIRE 
CASE SHOULD BE TAKEN AS ISOLATED CASE AND CAUTIONS AGAINST 
QUESTIONING ALL SWISS INSTITUTIONS EVERY TIME INCIDENT 
OCCURS. 

DAVIS 
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